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ventured to submit to His Exalted Highness my
own views in the matter.    The Maharaja, I ex-
plained, had filled the office of Prime Minister for
over 10 years with credit; that he had been a
-careful and loyal servant ; that his behaviour on
the whole had been so praiseworthy that he had
earned the good opinion and esteem of the British
Government.    And I laid particular stress on his
fidelity to the Nizam, which seemed to me above
suspicion;   His Exalted  Highness hesitated  for
some days, and as I had to use stronger arguments,
I insisted on the great risk involved in taking an
unknown   man   from   outside.    And   as   it   was
thought prudent to ascertain the views of the
Resident first, I spoke to Sir William Barton about
it.    He did not know the Maharaja personally,
but had evidently heard of his. declining age and
uncertain health and grovving^ infirmities.    These
he mentioned as possible objections, but I succeed-
ed in convincing him that they were not so serious
as to make us   overlook the   greater   danger in
choosing an outsider, on account of the disturbed
political conditions prevailing in India.
Sir Kishen Pershad was appointed President
of the Executive Council in 1927 and continued
as such for a perioc^of ten years. It was gratifying
to the people of Hyderabad to1 see once more at the
head of aifairs one who was so highly thought of
by all, and who could bring back with him some
of the grace and dignity of the old regime and lend
to the Presidentship some of the lustre of the
Dewanship.
12*